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The proposed Land Use Master Plan on the preceding page
(see inset this page) marks a significant departure for the
Ridgeland area in its approach to establishing future land use
patterns and accompanying transportation infrastructure. This
new approach is a reflection of a variety of influences:
• the dictates of the land,
• the expressed wishes of the community obtained through
the community visioning process,
• the attempt to balance the four key elements of
community sustainability, and
• the use of best planning practices including innovations
such as “Green Infrastructure”, “Conservation/Cluster
Development” and “Transit Oriented Development”.

• The plan recommends establishment of an orderly arrangement of Major and Minor Arterials which would then be supplemented by collectors and smaller roadways. Using as many
existing roadway corridors as possible, major arterials occur
at approximately 3 mile intervals while minor arterials occur
at approximately one mile intervals. This arrangement provides
a high level of connectivity allowing alternative routes to most
destinations and reduced pressure on individual routes.
• The plan also recommends the completion of a comprehensive trail system that builds upon the existing trail framework.
Utilizing the Natchez Trace, greenways, and bike lanes along
existing and proposed roads, the trail system adds health,
recreation and conservation benefits in addition to providing
transportation alternatives. It is critical to adopt this trail system and integrate it totally into the transportation scheme so
that right-of-way purchases for future roads can include extra
widths at the outset. Doing so can significantly reduce implementation costs when compared to “after the fact” installation. This approach is also helpful when negotiating easements
for other infrastructure; ie. sanitary sewer, water, and electric
transmission lines.
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RAMP GOALS
Goal 1 - To improve the relaxed, small-town atmosphere of
Ridgeland with an emphasis on conservation, and expansion
of parks, trails and open space.
Goal 2 - To insist only on high-quality residential and
commercial development reinforced by stringent code
enforcement and redevelopment initiatives for declining
areas.
Goal 3 - To preserve, improve and take advantage
of Ridgeland’s convenient access to the surrounding
communities while improving internal connectivity and ease
of movement.

Some of the key concepts are outlined below.
Transportation Issues
This plan is an expression of an attempt to plan land use and
transportation as an integrated whole. It is essential to adopt
a proactive approach that avoids common pitfalls. In this approach, priority land uses are identified first, and appropriate
transportation is designed to support the desired land use
outcome. In too many cases, transportation precedes land use
planning. Undisciplined development follows and eventually
overwhelms transportation capacity leading to traffic congestion, costly transportation up-grades, and reduced property
values.
The recommended transportation network shown on the
Ridgeland Area Master Plan provides a clear plan that looks
far into the future so that right-of-way purchase and roadway
development can be accomplished in an orderly and costefficient manner. Some key components are:
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Goal 4 - To establish a strong identity through the
development and implementation of a city-center complex
and a positive image that communicates the true character of
our city.
Land Use Issues
Land use indicates more than the potential use of individual
properties. Taken collectively, it defines the physical form
of the community. The land use component of this master
plan uses a mixture of traditional and innovative land use
concepts to help shape the future of Ridgeland. It expresses
the collective vision of its citizens and achieves the planning
goals of creating a city that conserves open space, improves
connectivity, encourages the highest quality development,
and improves the image of the city. As such, the plan recommendations will require some changes in the way Ridgeland
approaches zoning and rezoning issues.
• The plan recommends adopting a “cluster center” approach
to help limit the linear spread of commercial development
along major roadways. Doing so will help mitigate negative
impacts on surrounding residential properties and alleviate traffic congestion for residential users. It also provides
opportunities for better connectivity, improves community
image, and creates desirable envelopes for creative new residential and mixed use development.
• The plan recommends the addition of a “Mixed Use” category to encourage high-quality, high density development
which has the effect of stimulating markets and creating lively
community spaces.
• The plan recommends adding “Traditional Neighborhood
Development” and “Cottage Development” to the residential
development options. These innovative concepts add much

needed flexibility to the housing market in Ridgeland. It will
create opportunities to develop high-value, moderately priced
residential in close proximity to jobs, and shopping and help
provide support for the city’s public school system.
• The plan recommends extensive use of the “residual” property commonly found in floodways for the development of
open space greenways. Some of the advantages include:
- Preservation of green spaces, the character of the community, and the aesthetic image of the city.
- Protects and enhances the storm drainage capacity of the
community.
- Provides recreational trail opportunities throughout the
community through a green infrastructure network.
- Provides connectivity between the residential, commercial,
recreational, and educational areas of the city.
- Provides buffering between what would normally be considered incompatible adjacent land uses.
- Provides important environmental benefits such as storm
water filtration, ground water recharge, and wildlife habitat.
• The plan introduces the use of “Conservation Overlays”
intended to encourage and provide incentives for “cluster
residential and commercial development” on undeveloped
land that increases value, improves density, and preserves
open space.
• The plan introduces the concept of “village clusters” in the

Additional Study Area. These villages, containing some commercial uses along with dense residential, would provide easy
access to neighborhood shopping and entertainment and help
reduce roadway needs by reducing frequent local trips. They
are located close to open space and other public amenities
and with good access to more distant regional offerings.
• The plan provides for less Estate Residential in the Additional
Study Area and increases the area dedicated to Single Family
Residential. With the conservation overlay, this will provide
increased affordability along with high-value residential and
preserved open spaces. Estate Residential is used primarily
in areas where topography, water features, or other natural
features would limit denser development.
• The plan provides for an increase in land area dedicated to
industrial uses. Important to the economy, the area is already
impacted by uses incompatible with residential and commercial development. It is also uniquely positioned to take advantage of a railroad spur and has easy access to Interstate 55
and 220. Partially buffered by the Natchez Trace and a major
electric transmission line, this area could provide expansion
space for industry and perhaps even be used to encourage
relocation of existing industry from more valuable properties
along Highway 51 in Ridgeland’s core areas.

