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FOCUS AREA 5 - HIGHWAY 51 CORRIDOR and
CITY GATEWAYS
Extents:
1000’ wide Highway 51 Corridor (approximate)
City Gateways
The Challenge:
To provide concepts that will transform the Highway 51
corridor into Ridgeland’s “Main Street”. Providing design guidelines
that will show how the corridor can convey an improved image
to users that will also enhance the profitability of developments
along this important commercial corridor will be required. Special
emphasis should be given to Highway 51 gateways. Gateway
concepts should be transferable to other main entry points into the
city.

GOALS CHECKLIST
How can we:
Preserve/conserve/create green space?
Promote a relaxed atmosphere?
Improve non-auto connectivity?
Improve image of Ridgeland?
Help to promote Ridgeland heritage and culture?
Promote quality development?
Encourage redevelopment in declining areas?

QUALITY OF LIFE ELEMENTS CHECKLIST
How can we help improve the balance between:
Infrastructure

Background:
In the Draft Plan, this focus area appears as a strip including
the R.O.W. and all parcels with frontage and/or within the viewshed of Highway 51. As such, it creates a continuity and serves
to “stitch” together most of the components on the east side of
the city along with the Natchez Trace and Interstate 55. A critical
“Image” corridor, Highway 51 may assume distinctly different image
characteristics as it traverses the Gateways, Business Corridors
District, City Center Corridor, and the Historic Corridor, but there
should be consistent quality and a consistent Ridgeland component
present in all.
The Draft Plan identifies four Major Gateways, ten Gateways
and many Minor Gateways throughout the city. Highway 51 has
three major gateways along its route which should exemplify
gateway treatment possibilities for enhancing the image of the city.
They are at the southern and northern entrances to the City and at
the intersection with Jackson Street.
Highway 51 is, for all practical purposes, Ridgeland’s Main Street.
As such, it should communicate the quality of the community as
well as display the care and concern the city has for a variety of
important issues - character, family orientation, living right, business
friendly, etc. It currently has pockets of quality and pockets of
decline. Above all, it has no distinguishing characteristics and thus
could be a highway corridor anywhere in the U.S. Creating design
guidelines for site development, set-backs, signage, and for the
lighting and landscaping of public right-of-way areas, will help city
leaders transform the corridor over time to a signature element
of their city. Emphasis should be placed upon reclaiming the public
space in the corridor and development of design guidelines that
will help to promote a positive image and reflect the goals of the
community.
Using Highway 51 gateways as a model, all city gateways can be
enhanced to provide a positive delineation of the unique qualities of
Ridgeland and a positive first impression to residents and visitors.

AERIAL IMAGE

Education
Livability
Economic Development
LOCATOR MAP
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Analysis:
From a functional standpoint, Highway 51 is perceived as
a single corridor that carries traffic north and south through
Ridgeland and provides access to a variety of east-west connectors
throughout the City. From a perceptual standpoint, it can be
divided into five separate transition areas as shown in the graphic
(right). At each end are tremendous gateway opportunities as users
enter the city limits. These gateways are currently unimpressive and,
except for a small sign, a traveler would not know they had entered
Ridgeland.
Between the gateways are intense commercial and industrial
land uses that are likewise indistinguishable from areas along the
length of the highway. The roadway is characterized by overhead
utility lines, sign-cluttered right-of-way, multiple driveways and
property entry access, and views of parking lots. The highway is
currently configured as a five-lane roadway with a continuous turn
lane in the center. Recent improvements to the northern segment
have included sidewalk construction, but the southern half has no
pedestrian amenities.

SCORECARD
1. CONSERVATION GOAL
To improve the relaxed, small-town atmosphere of
Ridgeland with an emphasis on conservation, and
expansion of parks, trails and open space.

2. QUALITY GOAL
To insist only on high-quality residential and commercial
development reinforced by stringent code enforcement
and redevelopment initiatives for declining areas.

3. CONNECTIVITY GOAL
To preserve, improve and take advantage of Ridgeland’s
convenient access to the surrounding communities while
improving internal connectivity and ease of movement.

4. IMAGE GOAL
To establish a strong identity through the development
and implementation of a city-center complex and a
positive image that communicates the true character of
our city.









Response:
The Master Plan recommends development of design guidelines
that respond to the five segments in order to respect the functional
requirements of the roadway while creating a discernible character
that unifies the corridor. The gateways should be enhanced to
create bold quality statements while the Business, City Center and
Historic segments should take their cues from the character of
proposed development in those areas. For example, in the Historic
and City Center Corridors, sidewalks, a median, and street trees
should be introduced to help reinforce the historic and small town
character desired by the community. The business corridor should
continue to provide easy access to important commerce while
new setbacks, building codes, and signage requirements could help
improve the overall experience along the highway. These concepts
comply with Master Plan Goals as follows:
Goal 1 - By using medians, sidewalks and street trees, Highway
51 will be brought closer to the human scale thus communicating a
more small town atmosphere. Some traffic calming will result which
when combined with the vegetation will create a more appealing
environment and encourage more non-vehicular use. Claiming
R.O.W. areas for additional landscaping will add to the open-space
feel of the entire corridor.
Goal 2 - The proposed improvements will dramatically raise the
quality level of the roadway corridor and new, more specific design
guidelines for frontage properties will encourage more context
sensitive design and development/redevelopment along this highly
visible corridor.
Goal 3 - By providing sidewalks and bicycle trails along the
corridor and reconfiguring the highway as more “pedestrian
friendly”, non-vehicular connectivity will be greatly enhanced.
Addition of medians along certain stretches of the corridor will
make non life-threatening crossings a possibility while preserving
most of the auto connectivity currently provided.
Goal 4 - The image goal is clearly served as the highway is
transformed from a nondescript stretch of asphalt into Ridgeland’s
“Main Street”.
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Existing Streetscape

No Maximum Setbacks and Parking

Traffic Lanes

Utility
Easement

Highway R.O.W.

No sign height or size
restrictions

Proposed Streetscape w/o Median

Maximum Setbacks
and Parking

Highway 51 Design Guidelines
The design guidelines for the Highway 51 corridor in Ridgeland
fall into two main categories: Outside the right-of-way and within
the right-of way. The City of Ridgeland has complete authority over
design controls on the outside but must work cooperatively with
MDOT, United States DOT and utility companies for any changes
within the right-of-way. (See graphics at right)
Within the right-of-way, city traffic engineers will have to obtain
existing traffic counts and origin and destination figures and balance
current usage against traffic calming and enhancement objectives.
Adding a landscaped median will improve highway safety and
appearance but will limit left turn freedom in some areas. On the
other hand, limiting left turns will help reinforce access restrictions
and provide safer sidewalks/trails paralleling the highway. Street
tree plantings within the R.O.W. will help add scale and enhance the
visual experience of traveling on “Ridgeland’s Main Street”.
Outside the right-of-way, guidelines need to be established to
provide high-quality development and redevelopment. Participation
in street tree planting programs, requiring underground utility
connections and enforcing maximum set-back requirements to
discourage the visual blight of “sea of asphalt” parking areas should
be considered. Requiring that building structures be placed closer
to the roadway will return a sense of human scale to the corridor
and encourage more non-vehicular use of the businesses and
services. Existing sign ordinances should be strengthened along the
corridor to reinforce human-scaled elements. Local directional and
regulatory signage will have to be coordinated by the City to avoid
a clutter of signs “littering” the landscaped right of ways and to
facilitate safety and functional considerations.

Traffic Lanes

Highway R.O.W.

Trees, Utilities
and Sidewalks

Sign height and size
restrictions

Trees, Utilities
and Sidewalks

Sign height and size
restrictions

Proposed Streetscape w/Median

Maximum Setbacks
and Parking

Street Tree Program

Median and Lighting

Sidewalks and Signage

Median

Traffic Lanes

Highway R.O.W.
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GATEWAY ENHANCEMENT CONCEPT

I-55

HWY. 51

EXISTING CONDITIONS

GATEWAY ICON
- Street Tree Plantings

PROPOSED
FREEWAY PLANTINGS
- Reduce Mowing
-Filter/Slow Runoff
-Preserve Character

EXISTING CONDITIONS

MEDIAN ENHANCEMENT

PROPOSED

EXISTING CONDITIONS

PROPOSED
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FOCUS AREA 5 - Ridgeland Highway 51 Corridor District
The following are implementation strategies needed to accomplish the concepts shown in the focus area plan.
PROJECTS
5.2
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5.3

5.1

5.4

Develop Gateway enhancements at south
Gateway Corridor.
Build sidewalk/trails in highway right of
way in the City Center Corridor and
Historic Corridor.
Corridor and median enhancement
coordination and construction

Y

5.2

Establish a Street Tree Planting Program
involving participation by the City of
Ridgeland, MDoT, and Property owners.

5.2

Establish the Gateway, Business, City
Center and Historic Corridors and
develop design guidelines for each of the
designated corridors as appropriate for the
use.
Coordinate Lake Harbour Dr Ext. and
Colony Blvd for compliance with Focus
Area concepts.

5.6

5.5
5.4

TOTAL

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y
Y

Y

Y

4

1

3

3

17

Y

Y

Y

1

6

5

3

21

Y

Y

Y

Y

3

4

3

3

21

Y

Y

Y

5

3

14

5

5.3

Y

Y

Y

5.4

Y

Y

Y

5.5

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

5.6

5.5

EC
DE ON
VE OM
LO IC
PM
EN
T
LIV
AB
ILI
TY
IN
FR
AS
TR
UC
TU
CO
RE
NS
ER
VA
TIO
QU
N
GO
AL
ITY
AL
GO
AL
CO
NN
EC
TIV
ITY
IM
AG
GO
EG
AL
OA
L
IN
NO
VA
TIO
N
SA
(0FE
10
TY
)
(08)
FU
NC
TIO
N
(0AE
5)
ST
HE
TIC
S(
0-3
)

5.1

POLICIES

PROGRAMS
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5.3

5.1

5.1

Highway 51 South Gateway Enhancements
Description: This project will include corridor and intersection landscape enhancements. A gateway / icon feature and
landscaped median will also be included. This project will occur within right-of-way limits and be located near the I-55 overpass.
Total Resource Allocation $635,000.00*

5.2

Highway 51 North Gateway Enhancements
Description: This project will include corridor and intersection landscape enhancements. A gateway / icon feature and
landscaped median will also be included. This project will occur at the intersection of Colony Park Boulevard and Highway 51.
Total Resource Allocation $175,000.00*

5.3

Hwy 51 South Business Corridor Improvements
Description: This project will include corridor and intersection landscape enhancements. Lawn, landscaped medians and lighting
will be added throughout this corridor. The project will occur from the Natchez Trace south to County Line Road.
Total Resource Allocation $6,970,000.00*

5.3

5.5

5.4 Hwy 51 North Business Corridor Improvements

AERIAL IMAGE

Description: This project will include corridor and intersection landscape enhancements. Lawn, landscaped medians and lighting
will be added throughout this corridor. The project will occur from the Natchez Trace north to Colony Park Boulevard.
Total Resource Allocation $3,430,000.00*

5.5 Hwy 51 sidewalks and trails project

Description: This project will include the development of a multi-use trail along the Highway 51 corridor. This trail will connect
to the existing trail system.
Total Resource Allocation $2,730,000.00*

*The project summaries and ROM resource allocation were prepared by Waggoner Engineering, Inc as part of RAMP project
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