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SCHEMATIC PLAN
Once the community goals for the Master Plan have been
adopted, the planning process then begins to identify opportunities
to accomplish the goals within the physical context of city
properties. Through the process of merging existing opportunities
and constraints as reflected in the careful inventory mapping
with the opportunity response indicated in analysis of the goals, a
Schematic Plan emerges.
In response to Goal I, the Schematic Plan (right) delineates
potential green ways along drainage corridors and transit right-ofways, park and neighborhood linkages and identifies high-value open
space resources as priority conservation areas. It identifies four
possible recommended locations where a “Town Center” could
be located. It also begins to identify opportunities for establishing
major and minor high-density retail nodes in order to contain
and control sprawling strip development along existing and future
transit corridors.
In responding to Goal 2, it identifies areas of existing highquality development, undeveloped areas for which standards must
be established to ensure quality future development, and priority
areas which will require considerable effort to redevelop in order
to elevate quality to community standards. Existing high-quality
development includes city parks, community schools, Colony
Park, Northpark Mall, and the Jackson Street Overlay District.
Undeveloped areas would include the Sunnybrook Corridor, areas
in southwest Ridgeland including the newly annexed area, and the
entire Additional Study Area. Redevelopment areas include parts
of the Hwy 51 corridor, parts of the shopping district and two
residential areas in the southeast part of the City.
The response to Goal 3 includes opportunities for modifications
to the transportation network through expanding non-automobile
connectivity via a comprehensive trails system and bikeways,
and through further integration of existing roadways to support
Smart Growth principles. This includes upgrades to some existing
roadways and proposed new connectors.
The Goal 4 response to the image issue points out major
gateways and principle image corridors for consideration
complimented by the opportunities in the first three issues and the
development of design guidelines.
When plotted, these opportunities illustrate a dense “core” within
the City of Ridgeland that will require a concentration of planning
and implementation effort. This core extends along both sides of
Interstate 55 from the north to the south edges of the City and
along Highland Colony Parkway. From this central spine it extends
to the northeast along Highway 51, then reaches to the east along
County Line Road to the Ross Barnett Reservoir. A complimentary
extension reaches westward along Interstate 220 to Highland
Colony Parkway. This core is made up of a series of individual but
interconnected areas which could form the basis for individual
planning study as they relate to the overall plan for Ridgeland. It is
important to note that the core is composed of most of the City’s
current and probable future commerce and economic development
corridors. As such, it will be of utmost importance not to allow the
importance of the economic development aspects to overwhelm
the needs of other essential elements. Due to the strength of
existing infrastructure in most of the core, it has achieved a
presence in the region as a thriving area for commerce. It is
critical to fully utilize these assets while making sure that livability
and educational assets are added for balance and sustainability. By
seeking good connectivity with nearby education and livability
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COMPOSITE SCHEMATIC PLAN
not to scale

ADDITIONAL
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assets, the impact of the core can be expanded to better serve the
entire Ridgeland community while continuing to be a regional player.
While considering enhancements to the existing development
envelope represented in the core, community leaders should
also keep a close watch on areas to the west where the City
of Ridgeland might one day hope to expand. Identified as the
Additional Study Area, consideration should be given to the shape
and structure of development which will continue to support the
goals of the plan. Planning for utilities infrastructure, acquisition of
roadway right-of-ways, open space acquisition and conservation,
watershed management, and establishing retail nodes in this area
will help prevent the kinds of rampant sprawl which will have to be
rectified at great expense later.
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CORE AREAS PLAN
The Core Areas Plan evolved through discussions between the
planners and the RAMP Steering Committee and represents the
key parts of the City of Ridgeland. Proper planning, enhancement
and/or redevelopment of these core areas will have a great impact
on the success of the Master Plan and the future of Ridgeland.
These ten Core Areas would serve as the basis for the Steering
Committee’s selection of seven “Focus Areas” which would receive
more detailed enhancement planning.
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RIDGELAND CORE AREAS PLAN
not to scale

The Core Areas and their roles are as follows:
H
Highway
51 - Every great city has a “Main Street” and for
Ri
Ridgeland,
Highway 51 is it. Second only to the interstate,
th artery carries thousands of motorists through the City
this
each day and feeds important city commerce all along its length.
Ridgeland’s principal gateways are at its north and south termini. It
traverses the City Center, the West Jackson Street Overlay District
and crosses the famed Natchez Trace Parkway. As an older route, it
faces several challenges. Much of the commercial development has
aged and was developed before new building codes were in effect.
Its design -four wide traffic lanes with additional turning lanes at
major intersections- has little aesthetic appeal. As the thread that
stitches much of Ridgeland’s core areas together, this corridor is a
major player in the city’s infrastructure, economy, and livability mix.
C
City
Center Core - After a review of several alternative
sit proposed in the Schematic Plan, the committee chose
sites
th site of an existing concrete plant on Highway 51 as the
the
preferred location for the future City Center Complex. Located
between Interstate 55 and “Main Street” and adjacent to both the
Natchez Trace, Freedom Ridge Park, residential neighborhoods and
other existing City facilities, this Core Area will be both physically
and symbolically at the heart of Ridgeland with the capacity to
bridge east with west and north with south.
H
Historic Core -The origins of Ridgeland are traced back to
th
this one mile square of Mississippi bisected by the Natchez
Tr
Trace and the Railroad. Little of the historic fabric remains.
By establishing this core area, the City hopes to preserve its
heritage and enhance the experience of visitors.
Su
Sunnybrook
Core -The Sunnybrook Core is important
fo three reasons. It consists of underdeveloped property
for
along I-5
I-55 that proposed service roads will soon make very
desirable for development. It will be the site of a new I-55
interchange with the completion of Colony Park Boulevard, and
it serves as the main access artery to three of the cities largest
educational facilities. As a result, this area will soon be a “hot spot”
of development activity which must be planned carefully to ensure
high quality and a balance of essential elements.
So
Southeast Core - Composed of two separate pieces that
ar
are older residential areas displaying signs of decline, they are
selected as core areas because of their potential to catalyze further
decline or provide opportunities for positive redevelopment that
could help provide medium priced housing for the workforce. The
focus will be on infill and renovation.

Northpark Core - Northpark Mall and surrounding
N
commercial businesses have served as Ridgeland’s primary
co
economic engine for many years. Changes in surrounding
ec
cities and the aging of the area present challenges to the future of
this vital core area. Fortunately, serious decline has not yet begun
and the inherent strength of the area provides many opportunities
for redirection.
La
Lake Harbour Core - The Ross Barnett Reservoir
pr
provides water, recreation and important aesthetic quality to
the city. LLakefront properties are highly desirable and the proposed
Harbor Walk development has the potential to fully capture the
potential of this enormous asset for Ridgeland. It will constitute a
major retail node at the eastern extreme of the city.
H
Highland
Colony Core - The quality and scope of
development in this area signals a new era for Ridgeland.
de
IIntegrated
ntegrate design, mixed use and high quality design establishes new

standards for the city and has transformed pasture land into a major
retail node west of the interstate.
Brame
B
Core - Due to strained connectivity to the rest of
Ridgeland,
Ri
this area has principally been associated with only
the
th west side of the City. This perception will soon change
when the proposed Lake Harbour Drive extension bridges east and
west Ridgeland over the interstate to Highland Colony Parkway.
This new access will create powerful ripples and must be planned
carefully.
Costas
Co
Lake Core - Located at the south end of Highland
Colony
Co
Parkway, west of the Technical Industrial Park and
south of the Old Agency Preservation District, this core area is
essential to establishing a positive presence in southwest Ridgeland.
A major retail node here would greatly compliment those in the
east, north and south and would stimulate new development in the
newly annexed area.

RAMP FOCUS AREAS
From these Core Areas, the RAMP Steering Committee selected
the following as Focus Areas based upon their overall importance to
the future of the city, the urgency of demands for additional planning
concepts to prepare for urgent development pressures, and their
potential to stimulate needed positive change.
RAMP Focus Areas will include:
Sunnybrook
Su
Corridor
Ridgeland
R
West Jackson Street Overlay District
Highway
H
51 Corridor and Gateways
City
C
Center/Freedom Ridge Park Expansion
Southeast
So
Ridgeland Redevelopment
Northpark
N
Mall and Shopping District
Costas
Co
Lake
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS
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HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE
Wikipedia begins its article on “Quality of Life” as follows:
“The well-being or quality of life of a population is an important concern in economics and political science. It is
measured by many social and economic factors. A large part is standard of living, the amount of money and access to goods
and services that a person has; these numbers are fairly easily measured. Others like freedom, happiness, art, environmental
health, and innovation are far harder to measure. This has created an inevitable imbalance as programs and policies are
created to fit the easily available economic numbers while ignoring the other measures, that are very difficult to plan for or
assess.
Debate on quality of life is millennia-old, with Aristotle giving it much thought in his Nicomachean Ethics and eventually settling
on the notion of eudaimonia, a Greek term often translated as happiness, as central. “
One might otherwise look to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs and determine that the higher the population is on the pyramid,
the higher their quality of life could be said to be.
Another description of communities with high quality of life comes from the United Kingdom, ...”places where people want
to live and work, now and in the future. They meet the diverse needs of existing and future residents, are sensitive to their
environment, and contribute to a high quality of life. They are safe and inclusive, well planned, built and run, and offer equality
of opportunity and good services for all.”
Regardless of the interpretation, quality of life should be understood to occur on a continuum - from good to poor, high to
low- and it is the responsibility of leadership to create the conditions that elevate the quality of life.
SUSTAINABILITY
Community sustainability is a simple concept that seeks equilibrium between production and consumption. Whenever
consumption outpaces production, the community must import production, thus making it dependent which is inherently
unsustainable. Therefore, a sustainable community is one that practices good stewardship of resources and good fiscal
management so that it can provide for itself the basic needs of its members. Maintaining a balance between the four essential
elements improves the community sustainability through careful management of natural, human and economic resources.

KEEPING IN BALANCE
As communities work toward a prosperous future for their
citizens, it is essential to maintain a proper balance between the four
essential elements of community sustainability: Education, Livability,
Infrastructure and Economic Development. Often scant resources
must be invested so that these four areas maintain an equilibrium.
Over-investment in one area will inevitably require cuts in others
and will hinder a community’s ability to be self-sustaining.
The nature of the four elements is that they are interlocking
and some blending inevitably occurs. An educated population is
required to stimulate high quality economic development while
transportation and communications infrastructure make economic
development possible. Finally, livability assets provide quality places
within which families flourish and with which businesses can recruit
high quality employees.
Each element is composed of a variety of components which must
be assessed and evaluated for quality, balance and service to the
other elements. Investment in any element should always seek to
also satisfy some requirements in other elements.
Once a balance is achieved, communities can then focus upon
looking forward. The old adage - “If you’re standing still, you’re going
backwards.” - holds true for communities faced with ever changing
markets, population shifts, and community interests. Anticipating
future trends becomes an important consideration in city planning.
Being aware of and planning for innovations in education, livability,
infrastructure and economic development can help position a
community at the forefront of emerging initiatives and attract
positive investments.

An enterprise in which all citizens, businesses, and

The neologism livability, from the adjective liv(e)able, is

Referring to the built structures and systems which

Economic development can be seen as a complex

institutions are actively engaged in the life-long pursuit

an abstract noun often applied to the built environment

form the skeletal connections and support for social

multi-dimensional concept involving improvements in

of knowledge.

and its contribution to the quality of life of inhabitants.

and economic activities in a community.

human well-being – however defined.

EDUCATION

LIVABILITY

INFRASTRUCTURE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Environment

Transportation

Natural Resources

Recycling/Garbage/Solid Waste

Housing

Community Development

Public Safety

Storm water Drainage

Business Retention and Growth

Health Care

Sewer

Local Business Support

Open Space/Parks and Recreation

Water

Marketing

Land Use

Energy/Utilities

Entrepreneurship Development

Historic/Cultural Amenities

Communications

Job Creation

Pre-K through 12 (Public and Private)
Libraries, Programs, Remote Learning
Community Colleges
Vocational-Trade School
Universities/Advanced Degrees
Continuing Education
Workforce Training
Enrichment Education

Community Character

Market Access

Convenience/Access

Tax Structure

Cost of Living

Labor Market
Recruiting Strategy
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INNOVATION
Monitor/Publicize Test Scores
2. Enhance community, regional, and statewide awareness on
the academic progress of our children. Continually monitor test
scores to offer motivation or assistance to schools, teachers
and students in a proactive manner.
Building Entrepreneurship into secondary school program and physical
plants
3. Fostering innovation among secondary schools by starting
“incubator businesses” such as a small bank or pizza store run
by students.
Turn Brainpower into profit

INNOVATIONS IN EDUCATION
Seamless integration of learning between traditional schools and civic
realm.
1. Learning should take place not only among our schools
but throughout our community. The educational process that
takes place in traditional schools should be extended to and
incorporated as much as possible within the public sector and
the business and cultural community. As an example- the high
school honors class once a month visits a local CPA office, bank
boardroom, or construction estimating office.

4. Pro-actively seek and reward the knowledge and develop
the minds of young people. Encourage and incubate good
thinking and turn these ideas into value for the betterment of
the community and the possible creation of new jobs for the
younger generation.
Share knowledge
5. Share knowledge and best practices of educational methods
and techniques with other teachers, schools, districts, etc. to
allow other students, faculty and administration to learn from
each other. Make learning a fun community activity.
Teacher Incentives
6. Implement a community driven recognition and incentive
program to honor teachers for their hard work and dedication;

2. The preeminent principle of ‘Smart Growth’ reflects a
community that should carefully manage the size and the
amount in which it expands. Local government must be capable
of providing sufficient infrastructure for growing areas of a
community. At the same time, a city must be financially capable
of paying for the upkeep and replacement of infrastructure as
it needs repairs. This cost can be best managed by densifying
development within existing infrastructure capacity. Lifestyle
choices must reflect true costs to the community.
Clean Water

INNOVATIONS IN INFRASTRUCTURE
Growth driven by sewer system
1. Most American communities are struggling with old, unrepairable sewer systems. Repairing and/or expanding these
are very expensive and not typically managed to reflect true life
cycle needs and costs. Improve existing sewer systems to allow
for additional residential and commercial growth, while also
laying the groundwork for expansion, must be a true aggressive
focus for the community.
Densification of Community – Costs to manage/replace

3. Providing and maintaining a clean, safe water source to service
all residents and businesses to meet the basic needs of the
community and a growing population is a “Now” concern.
Aggressive steps to capture and quantify and qualify the source
for long-term needs are essential. Besides drinking water,
a clean water source is needed for recreational purposes
(swimming, fishing, boating, etc.), while protecting the area’s
natural wildlife habitat.
Communicate Project, Program and Policy updates
4. The community should be made frequently and more
importantly ‘consistently’ aware of the happenings and policy
changes taking place within Ridgeland. New projects and
initiatives taken on by local government should be shared with
the public to build continuous support for efforts taking place.

seek ways to show appreciation to teachers for their
efforts such as academic scholarships, continuing education,
community recognition, etc.
Health Care Alliance (K-16)
7. Align public and private health care with the local school
system. Healthy students stay in school and have a stronger
academic career. Establishing in-school health clinics, school
nurses and providing health education will enhance not only
a child’s educational experience but could be open for elderly
services and education as well.
Attract citizens with “Learning Hunger Disease”
8. Knowledge is power. Power promotes positive change.
Actively recruit those individuals to Ridgeland who desire to
continue learning (LHD – Learning Hunger Disease) and these
individuals engage themselves in activities and programs that
will enhance the community.
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Here’s what you said...
In focus groups composed of RAMP Steering Committee, City
Department Heads, and the Mayor and Board, the following ideas
were voiced in response to innovation discussions on education:
- Seek to further integrate curriculum with industry clusters to
motivate students toward future work opportunities.
- Establish food-related program, from growing to preparing to
instilling healthy eating habits and environmental awareness.
- Offer more opportunities for experiential learning
- Plan to coordinate with new county career and technical
school.
- Strengthen networking for continuing / enrichment education
with colleges, city, county, schools, and churches.
- Continue / expand summer work programs and schools / parks
partnership.
- Increase Career Day contacts with schools.
- Expand after-school intramural school / sports program.
- Expand volunteer Character Training Program.
- Initiate Library expansion / enhancement with particular
attention to the needs of youth.
- Initiate ROTC style Law Enforcement Training for high
school students to make them aware of opportunities in law
enforcement.
- Work with area businesses to create better jobs for teenagers
and better prepare them for the workforce.
- Establish a marketing program that will help attract for the
multi-cultural students we want.

Here’s what you said...
In focus groups composed of RAMP Steering Committee, City
Department Heads, and the Mayor and Board, the following
ideas were voiced in response to innovation discussions on
infrastructure:
- Begin investigations with regional partners to establish mass
transportation in response to rising oil prices .
- Explore disability transportation options especially to health
care facilities
- Investigate the potentials for establishing a Municipal Bus
Service
- Investigate the possibilities for funding an Alternative (Green)
Energy project in Ridgeland- power from methane or other
bio-mass produced in landfills to help supplement traditional
sources and reduce emissions. Possible uses and alternative
sources might include:
solar powered street lights
wind power on the reservoir
geo-thermal energy capture
- Seek to provide city-wide broadband wireless through
sponsors and expand fiber optic coverage to facilitate high
speed communications
- Expand recycling program
- Consider narrower neighborhood streets for reducing
maintenance costs (see Peach Tree City)
- Expand coverage of multi-use trails
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INNOVATION
2. Publicize the median household income as a recruiting tool for
attracting young professionals and families. This should be proactively managed and publicized to national media measuring
and reporting these results. At the same time, monitor the
income for significant changes that may require a change in
strategy.
Ingrained IT
3. Improve existing Information Technology resources in the
community by training students and existing workforce/
local government on technology skills so they may keep
up with changing technology and be prepared for new
jobs. Development of technology infrastructure within the
community beginning with public services, such as libraries
and city hall, allowing for a seamless integration for businesses
wanting to locate in the Ridgeland area.

INNOVATIONS IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
Regional/Global Collaboration/Networking
1. Begin local community and business partnering on a regional
and global level to build solid networking relationships for
future economic opportunities that will ensure a vibrant
sustainable business-attracting community.
Monitor/Publicize Median Household Income

Higher Learning Partner
4. Align the Ridgeland community with a higher learning partner
such as a four-year institution or a community college so that
both entities might pool their resources and work together
toward common goals – workforce development, economic
development, affordable/quality housing for students and faculty
members, etc.
Patent Assistance Program

2. Work with local/regional law enforcement agencies to reduce
crime and provide a community in which the public feels safe.
Engage in “community policing” to build relationships with
neighborhoods and businesses, citizen watch groups, senior
citizen groups, and schools. These efforts should be promoted
to regional and national media.
Positive/Purposeful Conversation
3. Ridgeland residents are looking to forge meaningful, lasting
relationships with others in the community. As technological
pressures gain momentum, the human soul yearns for
relationships and solitude to an equal degree. Provide venues
that allow the community to gather together so they might
interact with one another and make meaningful connections.
Baby Boom Living

Entertainment
1. Provide cultural opportunities and entertainment venues for
Ridgeland residents and visitors. Offer an assortment of festivals,
fairs and community events to celebrate the area’s heritage,
culture, food, local musicians and more. Seek to enhance
entertainment opportunities for all ages and interests – artistic,
sporting; recreational that reflects the character of the region.

Branding Consistency (National Image Challenge)
6. Develop a region-wide branding program to build a consistent
image of the Ridgeland area and to ensure the same image is
being communicated to all businesses, potential developers,
visitors, etc. This image is communicated both verbally and nonverbally through all actions and materials associated with the
Ridgeland community.
Housing Afford ability
7. Work toward the availability of high quality affordable housing
for all socioeconomic classes, especially the middle-income
working class to ensure a solid workforce that is not required
to commute to and from Ridgeland. Beginning this program
within existing older neighborhoods would be a best ‘next step’.
Manage Growth Cycle

Here’s what you said...
In focus groups composed of RAMP Steering Committee, City
Department Heads, and the Mayor and Board, the following ideas
were voiced in response to innovation discussions on economic
development:
- Expand incubation efforts in the creative industries to attract
young professionals and the creative class.
- Establish a strong entrepreneur enablement program along with
necessary venture capital resources to promote job producing
small business development.
- Strengthen partnership with the MDA and establish a presence
on its web site as a Ridgeland marketing tool.
- Expand efforts to attract fiber optics (Comcast/Telpak) and
other communications research and development industries to
the area.
- Develop a stronger presence in the tourism arena taking
advantage of existing hospitality assets, events, and facilities.
- Develop strategies to attract specific kinds of businesses we
want that fill an existing or anticipated future need.

8. Manage the amount of growth taking place in the community to
ensure quality growth that will continue to sustain itself both
fiscally and physically within the four basic principles. Growth
should not take place too quickly without proper planning and
feedback from key stakeholders.

5. Assist entrepreneurs with a patent program to foster the
creation of locally-made products and ideas; thereby, preserving

Crime

INNOVATIONS IN LIVABILITY

local talent and potential new businesses. Development at
an ‘Entrepreneur League’ within Ridgeland can promote new
businesses and grow existing businesses.
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4. The effects of the “bubble” of Baby Boomers must be
monitored, incorporated into growth models, and managed for
equitable prosperity. Leveraging these projections and realities
properly can be helpful in calibrating healthy consistent growth
for all population sectors.
Monitor/Publicize Health Statistics
5. Make the community and regional public aware of local health
statistics so they might protect themselves and their families
against health-related threats. In addition, continuously monitor

area health statistics so local officials can be apprised of any
health concerns, advancements or societal patterns positively or
negatively affecting the region.
Balance civic participation and leadership
6. Local government cannot meet all the needs of a community
without citizen cooperation. A successful city requires the
active participation of local residents in the decision-making
process. The public should be invited to not only attend but also
serve on governmental committees, allowing their voices to
be heard. In addition, local residents should be encouraged to
volunteer in the community. Strong leadership must always be
engaged ahead of citizen participation.
Link and leverage assets
7. The existing assets located within the Ridgeland area should be
identified and linked together to provide maximum benefit to
the community. By doing so, unique partnerships can be formed,
new projects and programs can be initiated and the regional
character can be protected and enhanced.
Alternative Energy
8. Seek alternative energy methods such as Green Alternative
Energy for future sustainability. Examine wind, methane and
solar power among other alternatives to provide a cleaner,
healthier environment that can be sustained for years to come.
This, like all natural resources utilized by the community, is a
‘Now’ challenge and must be met head-on.

Here’s what you said...
In focus groups composed of RAMP Steering Committee, City
Department Heads, and the Mayor and Board, the following ideas
were voiced in response to innovation discussions on livability:
- Market Ridgeland’s peace and quiet, uncrowded, natural assets
to attract new investment and increase awareness of its value
for preservation.
- Increase opportunities for family entertainment and passive/
reflective recreation.
- Build a Sports Academy to take advantage of Ridgeland’s
existing position in this expanding market.
- Amplify visual beauty in all new developments.
- Provide more varied opportunities for positive value-building
youth entertainment.
- Prepare strategies to take advantage of interest in hunting,
fishing, bicycling, camping, skiing and other outdoor activities.
- Preserve any opportunities to reveal and educate on the
importance of nature and natural things.
- Provide increased access to alternative athletics (volleyball,
badminton, rock climbing, etc…) participation.
- Strengthen Public/Private cooperation in providing recreational
opportunities.
- Establish a Community Health and Wellness Consortium with
State, County and private health care providers in the region.
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INNOVATION
NEW URBANISM
Using “New Urbanist” concepts,
the areas around the Education
Core could be developed as
high-amenity, compact, walkable
neighborhoods that support
the schools and improve overall
quality of life.

PARTNERSHIPS
Continuing partnerships
with schools and parks
provides additional
recreational space while
offering taxpayers more
opportunities to utilize
public facilities. This often
facilitates fund-raising efforts
by schools and needed facilities.

PARTNERSHIPS
Partnerships with
schools and local
business could provide
students with hands
on learning and after
school hours activities.
Attracting good business
development with
good connectivity will
promote education and business.

FOCUS AREA INNOVATION
This section looks at how some of the suggested innovation
might be used to forward the thinking on enhancements, projects,
programs and policies in the individual Focus Areas.

SUNNYBROOK FOCUS AREA
The Sunnybrook area holds several key assets. With major
development occurring across the interstate, development is
soon to follow in this Focus Area adding to the burden of the
current systems. Several innovations could make future growth in
Sunnybrook a promising area.
The high profile presence of educational facilities along
Sunnybrook suggests a strong education orientation in the concepts
for this Focus Area. Orienting new development of infrastructure,
business, and livability assets should serve to strengthen the quality
and scope of the educational enterprise in Ridgeland. Special
care should be taken to prevent any development that would
compromise this important asset.

INTEGRATED DESIGN
New development along the Sunnybrook and I-55 corridor
should reflect the quality of current development occurring
across the freeway such as Renaissance in Colony Park (shown
below). In stark contrast to the type of development that
typically occurs without strong design guidelines, access is
controlled and high quality design and continuity present an
orderly, well-landscaped, integrated design that is safe, functional
and beautiful. Interior circulation replaces individual driveways
and “parcelization” is reduced to a minimum.

CONNECTIVITY
Building trails to
increase connectivity
between new and
existing development
will increase
pedestrian access
and promote a
healthier lifestyle.

AVOID NEGATIVE TRENDS
The neighboring town of Jackson has influenced Ridgeland’s
growth patterns in many ways, but one that should not be
repeated is the development along the highway. Service roads
with too many turnoffs to street side parking and feeder roads
can create bottlenecks and unsightly development. Limiting
curb cuts along the new I-55 service road system will be
difficult but necessary in promoting development facing the
roadway, not backing up to it.
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INNOVATION

SMALL TOWN FEELING
Remnants of the original street grid still exist north of
Jackson Street. They impart a scale and charm unmatched in
newer subdivisions. Preserving and expanding the walkability
and small town feeling in
this area will be the key to a
successful resurrection of the
West Jackson Street Overlay
District which will, in turn,
enhance property values and
business prospects.

OVERLAY DISTRICT
The existing overlay district demands compliance with
strict architectural guidelines. Such stringent standards,
usually considered a deterrent to investment, has generated
three major projects either recently completed or under
construction. This lesson should be carried over to other areas
including the proposed expanded Historic Overlay District.

WEST JACKSON STREET OVERLAY DISTRICT
FOCUS AREA
This Focus Area contains the little that’s left of Ridgeland’s historic
fabric. It is preserved in a fifteen block area adjacent to Jackson
Street between Highway 51 and the interstate. Few historic
structures remain with the exception of a few homes, churches, and
the original street grid. Livability is the greatest asset of the area and
it should be preserved above all other initiatives. Recent creation of
an overlay district along Jackson Street geared to the re-creation of
a historic character through architectural guidelines. Buildings alone,
however, cannot be expected to restore the historic fabric.
The delineation of this Focus Area does expand to what is
considered the original platting of the City. Doing so will enable
expanding the overlay District so that a larger mass of development
can occur in the historic idiom and begin to slowly regain a special
character.
A key to restoring historic patterns will be to strengthen
pedestrian access and strive to facilitate mixed use commercial/
residential into the area.

TRAFFIC CALMING
The presence of Jackson Street in the West Jackson Street
Overlay District is a “sword that cuts both ways.” On one
hand, it provides great access through the area being one of
the only two links to and across the interstate in Ridgeland. On
the other hand, it is hard to renew historic charm alongside a
bustling, noisy thoroughfare.
Other communities faced
with this challenge have
adopted traffic calming
measures that, through the
use of enhanced paving,
widened sidewalks, and
articulated crosswalks,
have reduced the negative
impacts of busy streets
while allowing more
pleasing access for through
traffic and area visitors.
Safety, function and aesthetic
appeal combined to create
the desired effect.

MIXED USE
A critical component of
revitalized historic-style
district is replicating the
density of the original
uses. Typically, these areas
were two and three story
buildings - ground floor
retail and upper story
office and residential - in
tightly packed, walkable
neighborhoods. The
difficult element in today’s world is accommodating automobiles.
Open parking lots can destroy the character and scale of these
developments. Most often, they need to be “hidden” behind the
storefront or clustered in multi-story parking garages. Hybrid
combinations can work but must be done with great care.

MISSISSIPPI CRAFT CENTER
The value of a strong link to the past is important not only
for the creation of quaint community spaces. It can also help
secure connections to the cultural past of an area and generate
interest and activity in creative pursuits and the creative
economy. One of
Ridgeland’s greatest
assets with clear
historic and cultural
implications is
the Natchez Trace
Parkway. In the last
year its importance
was elevated with
the opening of
the Craft Center
which provides cultural education and
history through artistic expression and
vocational artifacts. Its proximity to the
Natchez Trace and connections by trails
is a perfect match.
HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD
The map below shows the original platting of Ridgeland. To
best recapture the flavor of historic Ridgeland, the remains of
the original grid must be maintained. Innovative developers
are duplicating grids like this in new Traditional Neighborhood
Developments (TND’s) with great success.
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COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS
Main Street is the heart of the community. It is where they
display their affection, faith, and honor the things they admire
in a very public fashion. A common expression of this is a
parade. Marching bands of school students, teams, community
organizations, politicians and assorted odd-balls, make parades
one of the most popular community activities a community
can sponsor. Providing a space with appropriate scale where
people can watch, cheer and enjoy from the sidelines is
essential for a successful parade.
It is important to provide alternate routes for these times
to allow emergency and essential traffic to flow around the
parade route. Highway 51 has many such options.

HIGHWAY 51 FOCUS AREA
Main Streets are very important to the identity of a community.
They serve a multitude of roles both functional and emotional,
social and economic. Highway 51 is the “Main Street” of Ridgeland.
It carries the life blood of commerce to and through the City.
Unfortunately, this is the only role for which it is currently suited.
In order to fully utilize this artery to its fullest extent, a complete
rethinking of its structure will be needed. It is a daunting task but
not impossible. Other communities over the years have done the
same - Route 66 is a prime example.
Some key elements can be addressed in the near term while
others will require years of work to accomplish. Rethinking major
roadways as image corridors with appropriate proportions for
pedestrians is often a simple matter of adding scaling elements and
restricting unlimited access. It is also important to make alternative
routes available so that community events do not cause undue
disturbance to travelers.

GREAT AVENUES
Many cities around the world have accepted the challenge to
utilize the full potential of their major roadways. Harnessing the
transportation and character
reinforcing potential
requires persistence and
vision.
One such example is
Camp Bowie Boulevard
in Fort Worth, Texas.
This great avenue
begins in the Cultural
District and transitions
through neighborhoods,
neighborhood commercial,
general commercial, office
and mixed use areas and
continues into the suburbs
while maintaining its
character imparting abilities.
Street trees, lighting, sidewalks and controlled access are the
common threads that follow it throughout its course.
There are many other examples that could be imitated to
transform Highway 51 into Ridgeland’s great avenue.

MINOR GATEWAYS
Most major roadways only have two major gateways where
they enter and depart a community. Often overlooked are the
minor gateways at intersections between the two - especially
signaled intersections where people form up in cues and wait
for the signal to change. What they experience during that wait
can create enduring impressions.
Transforming the entire length of Highway 51 will be a long,
drawn out process. Transforming several key intersections so
that they convey the image and character of the community
can have a very positive effect in a much shorter time period as
plans for the major renovations proceed.
MAJOR GATEWAYS
Participants in the planning process frequently mentioned
that Ridgeland would benefit from positive “branding”. They
even suggested renaming Highway 51 as a way of differentiating
the City from the seemingly endless string of faceless
communities that cling to its edges.
One important way to simply address this is to develop
an image statement at the City’s major gateways. Doing so
sets the tone and establishes a standard for the rest of the
corridor. From extreme artistic statements, to subdued quality
landscaping, gateways can provide quick branding for any
community.
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HEART TRANSPLANT
Creating a new heart for an existing community is tricky
but not impossible. Location is important. Achieving the right
mixture of services, facilities and commerce is crucial. Insisting on
high quality design of structures and open space is critical. With
the right combination, Ridgleand could enjoy the fruits of a first
class community gathering space and all the benefits it offers to
the life of the community.
The example above was created from “scratch” to give identity
to a sprawling suburb north of Dallas, Texas. Many similar
examples can be found throughout the country and in new
developments as well.

CITY CENTER/FREEDOM RIDGE FOCUS
AREA
School Street is a portal into Ridgeland from Highway 51. To the
east lay some of the finest residential neighborhoods in the region
terminated by the beloved Ann E. Smith Elementary School. To the
west are the library, police station, and across the railroad tracks,
Freedom Ridge Park, the City’s signature public space.
Freedom Ridge Park is an important gathering place in the City.
Unfortunately, it is tucked beyond the railroad and its high quality
offerings are not communicated to the rest of the City.
A large piece of property on Highway 51 between School Street
and the Natchez Trace is a desirable location for the City for the
purpose of building a new City Complex. A more fitting location
would be hard to imagine - Highway 51 “Main Street” frontage,
linked to Freedom Ridge Park, adjacent to the Natchez Trace and
across from the West Jackson Street Overlay District.
The opportunity to give the City a discernible “heart” here must
be seriously considered. Beyond the perceptual, it is an opportunity
to bring into higher purpose a beautifully located piece of prime real
estate. Win-win!
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ACCESS AND CONNECTION
City Hall is a public space more often associated with
taxes, water bills, politics and contentious board meetings.
One way many communities have found to polish the image
of city government is to provide examples of all the good
things they accomplish in the community. Placing City Hall in a
quality setting that is intimately connected with the life of the
community can go a long way to improve the relationship.
The platform can also be used to create much needed
passive recreational space in Ridgeland. Combining the city
complex with an expansive open space with highway frontage
will provide an opportunity to display the image and character
of the City. A visible example of “Living right in Ridgeland”.

LIVELY SPACES
Great city centers have
several things in common.
The most important
is a lively mixture of
uses that extend active
hours beyond the 8 to 5,
Monday through Friday
schedule. The surest way
to facilitate life beyond
traditional working hours
is to integrate residential uses within the framing uses. Mixed
-use residential, office and retail provide for a lively, active
environment on weekends and after hours when most people
will have an opportunity to use and experience the space.
Fortunately for Ridgeland, the recommended property is
large enough to accommodate such a mixture along with City
offices, community facilities and common open space. Great
care will be required in recruiting private development into
the space. The City can insist on compatible uses and stringent
design criteria while offering access to value-enhanced
proximity to public open spaces of the highest quality. This
combination has proved its value in countless places around
the world.

COMMUNITY EXPRESSION
A key component in creating a city center is providing spaces
that allow the community to gather and enjoy music, arts,
and each other. Community building opportunities abound
when quality spaces are provided where residents can come
together to celebrate victories, work together on important
community initiatives, and demonstrate their respect for those
who have suffered and sacrificed.
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PATTERN BOOKS
One valuable technique
employed by other
municipalities faced
with aging residential
stock is the creation
of Pattern Books that
offer solutions and
guidance to individual
property owners and
small scale developers
as an incentive to creating market-friendly
remodeled housing in aging neighborhoods.

HARBOR WALK
This new multimillion dollar
mixed-use
development
has the potential
to revitalize
the southeast development of Ridgeland. By capturing the
waterfront, a unique lifestyle option will be available.

OPPORTUNITIES
Redevelopment of declining areas offers Ridgeland a great
opportunity to address some of its principal housing issues.
Meeting the housing and community needs of the ever growing
retirement-age sector is a lucrative market that should be a
major concern in redevelopment efforts. Another need is
medium- priced housing which, through careful design and
appropriate densities, will help public schools and provide
housing for young families and the work force.

SOUTHEAST RIDGELAND FOCUS AREA
Two areas in Southeast Ridgeland were selected as Focus Areas
because of troubling signs of decline. They include an area of
predominantly aging apartment complexes and one of older single
family homes.
Arresting the decline in these areas is of vital importance in order
to prevent decreased property values which have a domino effect
on surrounding areas.
Fortunately, both these areas are surrounded by healthy
development and infrastructure which can be used to spur
renovation and redevelopment. The proximity of the eastern part
to the reservoir and the proposed Harbor Walk development
should be used to stimulate interest in redevelopment. The
western part is within easy walking distance to the mall, work and
shopping opportunities on Highway 51 - both great assets. With
improvements to connectivity it can easily be linked to the new City
Center area and Freedom Ridge Park.
Employing Smart Growth principles in the redevelopment effort
could actually place these areas in a better position than if they had
never experienced decline.

ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR
Using the reservoir in innovative ways
could create an important statement.
Innovative water quality technology
systems - reuse of water in irrigation,
new filtration systems and new reuse
strategies - would place Ridgeland
in the vanguard of the “Green
Movement.”

3
2
Ten Principles for
Smart Growth on the Suburban Fringe

1,3
CITY
CENTER

1. Create a Shared Vision for the Future and Stick to it
2. Identify and Sustain Green Infrastructure

FIRST TIER
SUBURBS

3. Right Design in the Wrong Place Is Not Smart Growth
4. Protect Environmental Systems and Conserve Resources

NEW GROWTH AREAS
1. Public and private investment builds the original city core.
2. Investment moved to the first tier suburbs to provide the
suburban lifestyle many desired along with business and
shopping. City Centers declined.
3. Growth investment continues on the edges while re-investment
in downtown areas is steadily increasing to recapture “feel”,
history and existing infrastructure. First tier suburbs are left
out of the investment scheme leading to decline, loss of value,
and under-utilized infrastructure.

FIRST TIER SUBURBS
Public investment in
infrastructure and amenities
is usually required to
prevent older suburban
housing from becoming
poorly-maintained rentals
headed for blight. They can
provide reasonably priced
housing within walkable
distance from community
services.

5. Provide Diverse Housing Types and Opportunities
BLIGHT
Cities have an ever-growing
array of tools to use against
the negative effects of blight.
From condemnation to tax
abatement and incentive
programs, every effort
should be made to arrest
decline in its early stages.

6. Build Centers of Concentrated Mixed Uses
7. Multiple Connections Enhance Mobility and Circulation
8. Deliver Sustainable Transportation Choices
9. Preserve the Community’s Character
10. Make it Easy to Do the Right Thing
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COMPETITION
Northpark has been
the only shopping
center in Ridgeland
for a long time and
has benefited from
that position. This
privileged position
will soon be coming
to an end as soon as
the Renaissance Development is completed. Shoppers will have
an option. The coming of the Harbor Walk development will
offer a concentration of market that will benefit Northpark
if it is successful in reconfiguring itself into a more appealing
shopping experience. These three developments, along with
some future concentrations in southwest Ridgeland, will then
provide a sturdy source of business and commerce into the
foreseeable future.

SHOPPING DISTRICT FOCUS AREA

Northpark Mall and the surrounding shopping district have
served the city well for many years. Like any well-used tool,
however, it is showing the wear and tear of time.
Indicated as a Focus Area due to its importance to the economic
life of the City, this area requires some concentrated attention
to remain relevant in the long-term future of Ridgeland. Other
communities around the country are facing the same challenges
and some have come up with innovative solutions and helpful
guidelines that can serve Ridgeland’s planning efforts.

MORPHING THE MALL
Indoor malls were once the standard in American shopping. Due
to a variety of influences, they seem to be losing favor with today’s
shoppers. In order to protect and utilize the enormous investment
of property, infrastructure and architecture, developers are
initiating innovative ways to transform mall properties into more
attractive venues by
blending mixed-use
office, residential,
entertainment, and
outdoor retail.

TEN PRINCIPLES FOR RETHINKING THE
MALL
1. Grab Your Opportunities before They Pass You By
2. Broaden Your Field of Vision
3. Unlock the Value of the Land
4. Let the Market Be Your Guide
5. Create Consensus
6. Think Holistically Before Planning the Parts
7. Connect All the Dots
8. Design Parking as More Than a Ratio
9. Deliver a Sense of Community
10. Stay Alert, Because the Job Is Never Done
- the ULI

CHANGES
Developers of destination
shopping have discovered
that quality outdoor spaces
are strong attractants to the
buying public. While big box
retailers go for low price
discount shoppers, high
margin retail requires more
attention to atmosphere.
This leads to investment in
quality streetscapes and spaces
that can serve as stages for
community life in pseudourban settings. In order
to justify such investment,
there must be a residential
component which, in turn,
adds twenty-four hour life and
activity to the spaces.
Such innovations should
be a part of the rethinking of
Ridgeland’s shopping district.
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SPORTING LIFE
A major retail anchor will
be required to make this area
a success. Parlaying northern
Mississippi’s tradition of the
outdoor sporting life could be a
perfect fit. Attracting a Cabela’s
or Bass Pro Shop outlet would
add an educational and tourism
element to the mix in this wooded lake side development.
LAKE SIDE LIVING
Integrating an alternative
residential component
to the mix may also be
beneficial to the success
of the development.
Maximum use of the
waterfront could be
achieved with condo
development.

COSTAS LAKE FOCUS AREA
Costas Lake has tremendous opportunity and enormous
responsibility. This property, in concert with the existing Technical
Industrial Park, will be tasked with stimulating the positive
development of southwest Ridgeland and the newly annexed area.
Blessed with ample developable property and needing a significant
investment in infrastructure, the future for this area is bright.
The key challenge is one of image. The looming presence of one
of Jackson’s sluggish areas across County Line Road is a problem
that can only be solved jointly by the two cities.
The area’s major asset is a beautiful small lake on gently rolling
land accessible to Highland Colony Parkway and very close to I-220.
A success in this development will expand Ridgeland’s economic and
population base to a significant extent while providing positive ripple
effects to northwest Jackson.

TRAILS
Density of development will create a higher
demand for outdoor recreational spaces than in
traditional subdivision developments. Lake side
trails will offer ample opportunities for public
open space. With interpretive elements they
could offer educational and healthy lifestyle experiences while
providing alternative transportation opportunities and reduce
the need for driving and parking.

CONSERVATION
SUBDIVISIONS
Conservation
subdivisions are a good
way to develop traditional
subdivision products at
higher densities while
preserving greenspace as
value adding atmosphere.
The photo at top shows how conservation techniques take
full advantage of water and wooded areas in a single-family
development. The photo at bottom demonstrates the sterile,
lifeless result to traditional lot size restricted developments.
MULTIPLYING THE VALUE OF GREEN SPACE
Conservation development is not limited to residential
development. It also applies to commercial development and
allows developers to multiply property values by affording
more properties the benefit of green edges. Doing so also
allows for more diverse mixtures of land use since green
buffers provide separation between normally incompatible
uses. Meanwhile, everyone enjoys the green space.

LAKESIDE DENSITY
Waterfronts are inherently hot real estate properties.
Unfortunately, they are limited by the length of lake shore. The
best way to take full advantage of every foot of waterfront is
to increase densities.
Many innovative developers are learning that private
ownership of lake front property severely limits its impact
and so are finding ways to work with municipalities and
cooperatives toward creating publicly accessible waterfronts.
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RIDGELAND STUDIES
Included in the information used to generate the Draft Land Use
Plan for the City of Ridgeland were a series of other plans and
studies completed over the past several years.
The following is a list of the plans and a brief summary of their
scope, area of concern, and how the results and recommendations
were used to enlighten the Ridgeland Area Master Plan:
Year 2020 Comprehensive Plan (Draft) - ongoing
Mandated by Mississippi State Law, the Comprehensive Plan looks
at a wide constellation of issues pertaining to the governance of the
City. Of particular importance to this planning effort are the Land
Use Plan, Transportation Component, and population projections.
As this plan is currently being drafted, the comprehensive
planners will have the advantage of using the information in the
Ridgeland Area Master Plan (RAMP) to inform recommendations
in the updated Comprehensive Plan. This will ensure that RAMP
recommendations can be easily integrated into the new plan for
public review and approval.
Transportation Plan Update - 2003/2005
The Transportation Plan, originally completed in 1996, was
developed to provide the City with a strategic plan to upgrade
its transportation facilities to accommodate for growing

population and increased traffic. By 2003, many of the projects
and improvements were completed or underway and this updated
plan was prepared in anticipation of future needs using updated
data. A critical part of the city infrastructure, the capacity of
transportation arteries have a great influence on land use and other
facilities planning. The plan also looks at other transportation issues
including mass transit opportunities and expanded bicycle paths
and other alternative transportation solutions. This information
was used in the development of land use recommendations and
transportation recommendations throughout the City and in the
Additional Study Area.
Western Wastewater Implementation Plan - 2005
This plan, another critical part of City infrastructure, looks at
existing wastewater conveyance capacity and needed improvements
in the newly annexed southwestern part of Ridgeland.
Implementation of these projects is currently underway and will
have a tremendous positive impact on the development potential
in that part of the City and the kinds of land uses and density it can
support.
Recreation and Parks Master Plan - 1998
Almost ten years old, the parks plan has been beneficial in guiding
the City in the acquisition and construction of several of the park

facilities citizens enjoy today. Of particular interest in the RAMP
planning process were identified future needs projected west of
Interstate 55, and recommendations regarding parks and recreation
programming. Many of this plan’s recommendations continue to
be reflected in the RAMP plan including increases in neighborhood
open space, expanded trails systems, and more passive (non-athletic
field oriented) park space.
Market Research Study - 2005
The scope and results of this study were discussed earlier in the
Human Resources inventory section of this report. Generally, this
study provided great insight into some of the most important issues
affecting Ridgeland citizens and helped to shape the definition of
planning goals and goal response.
City of Ridgeland Strategic Plan - 1998
The strategic plan was initiated in 1993 and included citizen
engagement and participation in the process. It identified nine
strategic issues along with a series of action steps. Many of these
recommendations have come to pass and have helped the city build
citizen involvement in decision making.

OTHER PLANS
In addition to Ridgeland
specific studies, the planners
also looked at other studies
and planning reports in
the region that could help
forward the RAMP effort.
They included strategic
plans for Tougaloo College,
Central Mississippi Planning
and Development District,
The Natchez Trace National
Parkway, City of Jackson
Planning and Zoning, and
City of Madison Planning and
Zoning.
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CHANGES TO EXISTING LAND USE PLAN

DRAFT LAND USE PLAN SHOWING PROPOSED CHANGES

A preliminary step in the master planning process is the
delineation of a Land Use Plan for the City and expanded study
area. While not as detailed as a Zoning Plan, the Land Use Plan
identifies preferred land use patterns based upon land suitability
(topography, waterways, etc...), the capacity of existing and
proposed infrastructure, economic and spatial considerations,
location, and, most importantly, the expressed goals of the
community which define the kind of community they want
to live in. The Land Use Plan is then used to create the City
Zoning Map as well as to help define Overlay and other special
Districts. The current Ridgeland Land Use Plan (below center)
which is a part of the legally mandated Comprehensive Plan, was
drafted before the RAMP process was initiated. Based upon the
inventory of resources, issues and RAMP Goals, several changes are
recommended in order to more accurately reflect current goals and
realities.
The map at right, using the existing Land Use Plan as a base, shows
some of the changes which should be considered. The changes are
shown as raised areas with new land use designations. Areas that
remain flat reflect the same land uses as before.
Most of the areas being recommended for changes fall into two
categories:

Shadowed areas reflect recommended
changes to existing land use

- areas that are undeveloped or only sparsely developed
- areas that have been identified in the RAMP process as
needing to be changed
Some of the key changes include the following:
- There is more commercial use shown in the western part of
the study area. These areas are very compact and are intended
to serve the local needs of future residential development.
- East of Interstate 55, the amount of commercial land use
is slightly reduced reflecting the current saturation level and
the need to provide additional residential area as in-fill and
redevelopment.
- Several areas of high density residential have been eliminated as
a response to growing concerns expressed by citizens.
- The amount of moderate density residential is increased in all
areas to offset the loss of multi-family density, and to provide
more opportunities for moderately priced housing for young
families and moderate-income families.
- Large new areas of industrial land use are included in the
far western portions of the study area. This was prompted
by existing uses in that area coupled with industrial access
potential and natural and man-made buffer elements which could
be brought into service. Additionally, by providing industrial
development space here, some relocation of inappropriately
located facilities in the heart of Ridgeland may be considered.
- Open space is elevated to a land use classification in order
to protect important open space assets within the study area.
Typically these areas follow the flood ways in drainage corridors
and can be used to connect bicycle and pedestrian trails
throughout the city.
- New park space and school uses are shown in the new annex
area in anticipation of increased development in these areas.
- The TIP use is expanded into the Tougaloo College property
to encourage a beneficial connection between these research
facilities and the advanced education programs at the college.

Residential Estate

Low Intensity Commercial

Parks

Low Density Residential

General Commercial

Dedicated Open Space

Moderate Density Residential

High Intensity Commercial

Schools

High Density Residential

Technical Industrial Park

Special Use

Mixed-Use Res/Com

Light Industry

Church

Heavy Industry
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The Draft Land Use Plan was presented to the RAMP Steering
Committee and then to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen for
review. Based upon their comments, some minor revisions were
made, resulting in the finalized Draft Land Use Plan shown (right).
Also shown on this map are recommended revisions/additions to
the transportation network needed to support the changes and to
reflect RAMP Goals.
Some of the key changes to the transportation element are as
follows:
- The overall scheme attempts to establish a grid of Principal
Arterials at approximately three mile intervals. This scheme
would require upgrades to Ridgewood and Sunnybrook on the
east side and to Livingston, Green’s Crossing, West County Line
Road, and Lake Castle Roads on the west side. While some of
these recommendations especially in the far west parts respond
to needs projected ten years in the future, it is still important
to begin the process of identifying, funding and purchasing right
of ways in the near future.
- A secondary grid of Minor Arterials at approximately one
mile intervals is shown connecting with the previous to provide
as many alternative routes for traffic as possible. Upgrades
would be required to Lincolnshire on the east side, and to
Steed, Hickory, Lake Cavalier, and Rouser to the west. In
addition, several new routes are shown on the west side to
improve connectivity and complete the grid. Some of these are
on existing farm roads and private lanes, while others are new
corridors.
- Based upon the RAMP goals, it is recommended that all new
roadway upgrades and development include provisions for the
addition of bicycle trails. Class I (separated) trails are preferred
especially through scenic areas and when connecting to schools
and parks.
- In addition to Ridgeland’s existing trails system, new trails are
also shown extending the entire length of the Natchez Trace.
From this spine, new trails could tie in and follow drainage
corridors to residential, schools, shopping and park spaces.
- The proposed grid and trails systems would then permit
development of higher density residential areas surrounding
commercial uses, creating high quality “Village Centers” within
close proximity of surrounding residents. This arrangement
reduces trip distances for frequently needed goods and services
and reduces pressure on transportation systems. It also
encourages more frequent walking and bicycle use.
- A major new corridor is shown from Robinson Springs Road,
across Green’s Crossing and proceeding to Rouser Road. This
new corridor follows the basin of the Limekiln Creek system
and is envisioned as a divided parkway with bike trails weaving
through the wooded basin. South of Green’s crossing it forms
a boundary between the industrial uses and residential areas to
the east.
- Additional access is provided to the industrial area via a rail
spur connection along County Line Road West south to the
CNIC railroad line that parallels Highway 49.
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